NEWS ANALYSIS 1-0010 JANUARY 22, 1976 
FRED GALVAN 


WESTERN SOCIALISH AND PORTUGAL 

ANNCR: NEWS ANALYST FRED GALVAN SEES MOST WESTERN SOCIALIST 
PARTIES USING PORTUGAL AS A BENCH=MARK OF THE RISKS INVOLVED IN 
RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST PARTIES. 

VOICE: THE PORTUGUESE EXPERIENCE OF RECENT MONTHS LOOMED 
LARGE IN THE MINDS OF MANY EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS ATTENDING A 
RECENT TWO-DAY MEETING OF THEIR NATIONAL PARTIES NEAR COPENHAGEN. 
SOME, LIKE THE FRENCH AND ITALIANS, ADVOCATED LINKS WITH COMMUNIST 
PARTIES TO STRENGTHEN THEIR OWN APPEAL TO VOTERS IN THEIR 
COUNTRIES, BUT OTHER SOCIALIST LEADERS SUCH AS THE SPANISH 
AND PORTUGUESE STRONGLY OPPOSED THES. A PROMINENT LEADER OF 
THAT OPPOSITION WAS MARIO SOARES, WHOSE SOCIALISTS FOR SEVERAL 
MONTHS HAVE STRONGLY -- AND SO FAR SUCCESSFULLY ~- RESISTED 
EFFORTS BY THEIR COMMUNIST RIVALS TO OVERTURN THE COURSE OF 
POLITICAL EVENTS IN PORTUGAL. IF WAS A NEAR THING, AS ANYONE 
FAMILIAR WITH RECENT EVENTS IN PORTUGAL WILL ACKNOWLEDGE, 

PORTUGAL'S COMMUNIST PARTY FOR A NUMSER OF MONTHS HAD 
WORKED OUT AN ALLIANCE WITH SOME CF THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY 
RULERS AND AT TIHES EARLIER THIS PAST YEAR IT LOOKED AS THOUGH 
THEY WOULD SUCCEED IN PUSHING PORTUGAL ALONG THE ROAD OF 
COMMUNIST RULE. 

AFTER MONTHS OF VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN PORTUGAL'S 
NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES AND THE COMMUNISTS, THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY 
RULERS PRODUCED A COMPROMISE WHICH INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES 
OF BOTH SIDES IN THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, B8UT THE MILITARY 
SO FAR RETAIN THE REAL POWER THROUGH THEIR MILITARY COUNCIL 


OF THE REVOLUTION, 
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IN DECEMBER THE NON=COMMUNIST PARTIES PROPOSED A RELAXATION 
OF THE AGREEMENT ALL PARTIES HAD SIGNED LAST APRIL GIVING THE 
MILITARY SWEEPING POLITICAL PO\'CR FOR THE NEXT THREE OR FOUR 
YEARS. THE WILITARY COUNCIL AGREED TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL 
OF THE NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES, LAST WEEK THE COUNCIL AGAIN 
PROPOSED THAT MILITARY RULE CONTINUE UNTIL 1989, BUT WITH THE 
HILITARY RELAXING THAT RULE ON THEIR OWN TERMS, PORTUGAL'S 
THREE MAIN NON=COMMUNIST PARTIES-- INCLUDING THE SOCIALISTS-~ 
PROMPTLY REJECTED IT. 8UT THE COMMUNISTS AND THEIR ALLIES 
SUPPORTED THE IDEA OF FOUR MORE YEARS OF MELITARY RULE. 

THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNIHENT AND THE MILITARY, MEANWHILE, 

SEEM DETERMINED TO COMSAT ANY ATTEMPTS TO OVERTURN THE COUNTRY'S 
STEADY MARCH TOWARD DENOCRACY BY EXTREMISTS, JUST BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT NATIONAL PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD APRIL THENTY-FIFTH-- THE SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION AGAINST AUTHORITARIAN 
RULE. 

AND JUST THIS WEEK THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNIIENT ANNOUNCED THE 
ARREST OF A FORMERLY POWERFUL MILITARY LEADER FOR IMPLICATION IN 
AN ABORTIVE REBELLION LAST NOVEMPER. GENERAL OTELO SARAIVA DE 
CARVALHO IS CHARGED WITH CONSPIRING WITH THE COMMUNISTS AND OTHER 
EXTREME LEFTIST GROUPS. HE IS NOW AVAITING TREAL. 

iT IS THIS PANORAMA OF CONTINUED OPPORTUNISTIC PLOTTING 
BY PORTUGAL'S COMMUNISTS THAT HAD AN IMPORTANT IMPACT ON THE 
WESTERN SOCIALIST MEETING IN DENMARK, FOR IT INDICATED THE 
DANGERS INHERENT IN AHY ALLIANCE WITH THE COMMUNISTS BY SOCIALIST 
PARTIES THAT, LIKE PORTUGAL'S, PURSUE THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
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